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• Located in Roseland, Louisiana 
(80 miles north of New Orleans)

• Manufactures industrial, commercial, automotive, and 
private-label petroleum and lubricant products

• 265 ASTs (largest 504,000-gallon capacity)*

• Aggregate storage capacity of 11 million gallons

• Has a Tier I SPCC Plan*

• Does not have a Facility Response Plan (FRP)*

 * Northshore Riverwatch
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August 22, 2025
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The Aftermath
• No deaths or injuries

• Mandatory evacuation (1-mile radius)

 Affected 800-1000 residents

• Fire burned for nearly 2 weeks

• Secondary explosion on September 2nd

• Oily soot rained down across Tangipahoa Parish

• Official cause is yet to be determined

 Smitty’s alleges a defective thermal fluid heater 
and negligent installation caused explosion
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Environmental Impacts
• Millions of gallons of oil and oily fluids 

discharged

• Tangipahoa River (Louisiana Scenic Stream)

• Effects observed up to 47 miles downstream

• PFAS-containing fire foam used to fight fire

• 11.7 million gallons of waste recovered from 
ponds and Tangipahoa River (EPA)
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EPA Inspection
• 200 active or historical chemical spills

• 250 damaged, corroded, or leaking containers

• 300 unlabeled or unidentified substance containers

• Poorly maintained secondary containment

• Actively leaking tank valves

• Thick grease layer on floors and equipment

• Open waste drums

• Saturated cardboard being used as walkways
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Legal Consequences
• EPA and State of Louisiana have filed a 

federal lawsuit seeking over $1 billion in 
penalties for repeated environmental 
and Clean Water Act violations

• EPA Criminal Investigation Division 
(CID), FBI, and Louisiana State Police 
executed federal search warrant on 
November 18, 2025

• Signals ongoing criminal investigation
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TARGETS
 Bulk Petroleum Plants

 Fuel Terminals

 Independent Petroleum Marketers

 Industrial Sites with Large ASTs

COMPONENTS
 Announced and Unannounced Inspections

 Document Requests

• Plans, Review Logs, Spill Records, 
Inspection and Training Documentation

 Accelerated Civil Penalties
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Do you need an SPCC Plan?
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Aggregate aboveground oil 
storage exceeds 1,320 gallons

Includes all containers 55 gallons or larger
Includes oil-filled operational equipment

Aggregate underground oil storage exceeds 42,000 gallons



Oil defined as:
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Fats, oils, or greases of animal, fish, or marine mammal origin
Vegetable oils, including oils from seeds, nuts, fruits, or kernels
Petroleum oils and greases
Fuel oil
Synthetic oil
Mineral oil
Oily wastes



Types of 
SPCC Plans

• Aggregate storage less 
than 10,000 gallons

• No single tank over 5,000 gallons

• EPA template available

• Does not require PE certification

• Aggregate storage less 
than 10,000 gallons

• One tank over 5,000 gallons

• EPA template available

• Does not require PE certification

Tier I Plan

Tier II Plan
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Tier III Plan
• Aggregate storage greater 

than 10,000 gallons

• Fully customized plan

• Requires PE certification



Keep SPCC Plan Current
ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS

 Change in name or contact information

 Change in individuals responsible for 
implementing Plan

 Change in spill response contractor

• Do not require PE certification

TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS

 Commissioning / decommissioning containers

 Replacement or movement of containers or piping 
systems

 Change in oil product or service

 Changes to secondary containment

 Revisions to spill prevention, fueling operations, or 
testing / inspection procedures

• Plan must be updated within 6 months of change

• Requires PE certification
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Plan must be reviewed and recertified 
every 5 years at a minimum



Make Sure Plan is Complete

ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS

 Management Approval

 Regulation Cross-Reference

 Designate Facility Response Coordinator

 Spill Response Contractor

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

 Current Site Map and Tank Inventory

 Secondary Containment

 Loading / Unloading Procedures

 Discharge Prevention Measures

 Spill Response Procedures

 Reasonable Equipment Failure Scenarios

 Deviations from SPCC Requirements
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Site Map
• Physical layout of facility

• Location and contents of oil storage containers

• Transfer stations and connecting pipes

• Structural controls

• Facility drainage and surface waters
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Oil Storage Inventory
• Types of Containers

• Contents

• Capacity

• Construction

• Secondary Containment

• Reasonable Equipment Failure Scenarios

• Direction of flow

• Rate and total volume of discharge
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Secondary Containment
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Must contain volume of largest tank

Stormwater accumulation

Method to remove stormwater

Double-walled tanks 

General secondary containment



Spill Control and 
Countermeasures
• Loading / unloading procedures

• Drainage controls

• Discharge discovery and response procedures

• Disposal of recovered and contaminated materials

• Notification procedures

 Facility Response Coordinator

 National Response Center

 Federal, state, and local agencies
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Inspections
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Category 1 = Spill Control and 
CRDM*
Category 2 = Spill Control but 
no CRDM*
Category 3 = No Spill Control

P = Periodic Inspection
E – External Inspection
L = Leak Detection
I = Internal Inspection

*Continuous Release 
Detection Method



• Flexible frequency – typically monthly

• Does not require specialized training

• Check for obvious signs of spills or 
leaks

• Check for water in interstitial space 
or secondary containment

• Document findings and corrective 
actions

Periodic Inspections
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External / Internal 
Inspections & Leak Testing
• Requires certified inspector

• Intervals of 5, 10, or 20 years

• Check for corrosion

• Non-destructive testing
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What is Nondestructive 
Testing?

• Nondestructive testing (NDT) is a wide group of 
analysis techniques used in science and industry to 
evaluate the properties of a material, component or 
system without causing damage. 

• Because NDT does not permanently alter the article 
being inspected, it is a highly valuable technique that 
can save both money and time in product evaluation, 
troubleshooting, and research. Nondestructive testing 
is commonly used for commercial and industrial 
applications.
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Conventional
NDT Methods
• Visual Testing (VT)

• Penetrant Testing (PT)

• Magnetic Particle Testing (MT)

• Radiography Testing (RT)

• Ultrasonic Testing (UT)

• Positive Material Identification (PMI)

• Laser Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy (LIBS)

Advanced
NDT Methods
• Remote Visual Inspection (RVI)

• Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) (Drones)

• Digital & Computed Radiography (DR) & (CR)

• Automated Ultrasonic Testing (AUT)

• Phased Array Ultrasonic Testing (PAUT)

• Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR)
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Other 
Requirements
• Personnel Training 

• Security

• Evaluate Substantial 
Harm Potential
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Substantial Harm Criteria
• Oil storage capacity of 42,000 gallons or more 

and conduct over-water transfers

• Oil storage capacity over one million gallons 
AND:

• Could cause injury to fish and wildlife and 
sensitive environments, OR

• Threaten public drinking water intake, OR

• Reportable oil discharge of 10,000 gallons or 
more in last 5 years
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Facility Response Plan
Emergency Response Action Plan

Hazard & Scenario Analysis

Drills and Training

Coordination with Emergency Responders

Reviewed by EPA



Resources
40 CFR 112

EPA SPCC Inspectors Guidance
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